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“As our program is located some distance 
from the major design centres of Toronto,  
Ottawa and Montreal, we find it extremely 
valuable to maintain automatic member-
ship in RGD on behalf of our students. RGD’s 
diverse programming allows our students to 
remotely establish and maintain connections 
to the greater industry through participation 
in DesignThinkers, online seminars and  
regional portfolio reviews.” 

 - ron beltrame rgd

The primary mandate of this Committee is to develop 
programs and services by which students may enhance 
their knowledge, skill and effectiveness.

Automatic Student Membership

The success of RGD’s Education Program is due, in part, 
to the automatic Student Membership program which 
results in RGD having over 1,500 Student Members 
annually. Through this program, colleges cover the 
Membership fees for students enrolled in their graphic 
design programs. This year, 11 schools participated.

Student Awards

In its 15-year history, our annual Student Awards Program 
has distributed more than $250,000 directly to students 
enrolled in post-secondary graphic design programs in 
recognition of design excellence. Last year, we received 
the greatest participation ever with 274 entries from stu-
dents attending 30 schools across Canada. The winners, 
who included students from Capilano, OCAD and the 
Université du Québec à Montréal, were featured on the 
RGD website, in a printed brochure distributed to 10,000 
creative professionals, and in an exhibit at Pearson 
Airport.

For this year’s annual Student Awards, 17 sponsors 
provided $1,000 cash prizes in recognition of student 
excellence. Thank you to sponsors: BRANDFX, Bell Media, 
Bureau, Colourphill, Cundari, Entro, 50 Carleton, Forge, 
Kivuto, MET Fine Printers, Milestone Integrated, Parcel, 
q30 design, Quarry, SapientNitro, Shikatani Lacroix and 
Tamm + Kit. 

DesignThinkers Scholarships

The Committee continues to organize DesignThinkers 
Scholarships. In 2014, RGD distributed five $500 scholar-
ships provided by Fusion Design Group, Grip Limited,

John Street, Juniper Park and SapientNitro, as well as 
providing 10 free registrations to Scholarship applicants. 

Creative Directions - Career Development 
Conference

Formerly called HeadStart, the name of RGD’s annual 
career development conference was changed to 
Creative Directions this year to make it more relevant 
for Provisional RGDs. Thank you to the 150 industry 
professionals who volunteered their time over the day to 
review portfolios, present workshops and participate in 
panel discussions for the 250 delegates in attendance. 
This year’s sessions were recorded and are now available 
for all to watch on RGD’s website. We also co-hosted 
annual portfolio review events at Georgian College in 
Barrie and Cambrian College in Sudbury, which together 
provided one-on-one reviews and a panel discussion to 
80 students.

Design Educators Conference

In 2014, RGD co-hosted its second Design Educators 
Conference, in partnership with Centennial College. The 
one-day event took place the day after DesignThinkers 
at Centennial. 18 design educators spoke on the 
theme, Colouring Outside The Lines. Speakers included 
Lawrence Zeegen, Dean of the School of Design at the 
University of the Arts, in London, UK, Ellen Lupton and 
IDEO’s Annette Diefenthaler. 96 attended, compared to 
80 in 2013. In 2015, George Brown College will host the 
conference on November 14. The theme is Transitions. 
The deadline for speaker submissions is May 29.

Looking Ahead

In 2015, the Committee will be working to expand our 
Student Awards Program, add more networking opportu-
nities to our Creative Directions Conference, and develop 
further resources for educators and graduating students.
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