
	 	 	
	

Programs Committee Report 2015 
Presented by Jesse Gibb RGD, Committee Chair 
 
I am proud to Chair this new RGD Committee, established just this past 
year. Our primary mandate is simple. We are here to provide insight and 
oversight for relevant programs and events as they are requested by the 
RGD community at large, and to help spark ideas and encourage 
grassroots Member activity and culture. In short, we are here to listen to 
your ideas and to do what we can to help you make them happen. So bring 
them on! 
 
The first task of the Committee was to develop a mechanism for Members 
to submit funding requests and for our Committee to evaluate them. To 
that end, an online form has been created that Members can complete to 
request funding, promotional and logistical assistance. The form requests 
information about the event objectives, promotion strategies and how it 
will contribute to the community. The Programs Committee will evaluate 
requests based on factors such as how the event objectives align with 
RGD’s mission and how the event will help raise the profile of RGD within 
the community. All requests are to be endorsed by three professional 
Members of the Association. 
 
Initiatives that receive funding will be asked to submit a report after the 
event to be published to the RGD website. To date, the Committee has 
helped fund two initiatives: a typography workshop and lecture in Halifax 
and a conference in Sudbury. We look forward to receiving many more 
requests but are also investigating other ways that we can help local 
groups such as acquiring general rights to show films distribution; 
developing guidelines for specific types of events and having a roster of 
available workshop speakers.  
 
Programs that the Committee has been assisting and advising on include 
RGD’s new In-House Design Awards, our Creative Directions Conference, 
our ongoing Future By Design Virtual Panel Series and DesignThinkers. 
We’ve tested the online submission form for the In-House Awards; 
identified new potential venues for Future By Design and are currently 
brainstorming ideas for large-scale activities that could be added to 
DesignThinkers to increase networking opportunities and general 
engagement of attendees.  
 


