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has served one term on the Board and currently 
sits on RGD’s Membership Committee.

Goals: I hope to help the RGD reach into areas 
outside of the city, particularly in southwestern 
Ontario (Hamilton-Niagara). Also, I would like 
to help raise the profile of professional design-
ers / the benefit of working with professionals, 
specifically in this area.

 
Bob Hambly RGD 
Partner at Hambly & Woolley, Toronto

Educated at the  
University of the Arts 
in Philadelphia, Bob’s 
curious mind and 
knack for personal 
service set the tone 
for the H&W team. 
Overseeing opera-
tions and adminis-
tration for H&W, Bob 

ensures all projects are developed and executed 
with a strategic eye, fresh perspective and 
meticulous craftsmanship. Bob also directs all 
brand development projects for H&W, working 
with clients such as Quadrangle Architects, 
Peel District School Board and Harry Rosen. As 
an artist and illustrator, Bob has been published 
in Time and Martha Stewart Living. Bob has 
served for more than 6 years on the Board and 
is currently Chair of RGD’s Communications 
Committee and also sits on RGD’s PR Committee.

Goals: As RGD’s VP of Communications, I have 
worked with the Communications Committee 
to keep members and various audiences en-
gaged. I plan to work to encourage and recruit 
more RGD members, especially those with 
experience and valuable knowledge, to get in-
volved with RGD to help make our Association 
even stronger. 

 

Randal Boutilier RGD 
Founder & Principal of 12thirteen, Toronto

Randal’s firm  
focuses on serving 
the non-profit and 
performing arts 
sectors. For the past 
decade, word-of-
mouth promotion 
has grown his client 
list from small busi-
nesses and indepen-

dent artists to York’s Faculty of Fine Arts and 
the Canadian Women’s Foundation. 

Goals: To run a successful business and meet 
client demand, we need to collaborate with 
others outside of our profession. I plan to help 
RGD explore cross-professional partnerships, 
including those with creative service member-
ship associations and non-profit professionals. 
By extending RGD’s partnerships, freelance 
and small business members will have the 
connections they need to offer clients a broader 
range of services. These are the first steps of a 
collaborative design movement!

Russell Gibbs RGD 
Founder of Russell Gibbs Design, Dundas

Russell has been a 
designer for over 13 
years. Throughout 
his career, he has 
worked in many of 
Toronto’s top stu-
dios and with some 
of Canada’s most 
recognized brands. 
Three years ago, he 

founded Russell Gibbs Design in Dundas where 
he works for his own clients as well as does 
consulting with agenices across Canada and in 
the US. Oh, and he’s also a beekeeper! Russell 
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to serve with the Board as a Student Member 
of the Advisory Committee. Since that time, 
he has worked for many organizations as an 
in-house creative, as well as for himself as a 
freelance designer. Umar is running for his first 
term on the Board.

Goals: The RGD has accomplished a tremen-
dous amount since its founding and has a 
strong membership base. I hope to help raise 
the importance of professional standards 
amongst designers entering the field.

Stüssy Tschudin RGD 
Principal at Forge Media + Design, Toronto

Born and raised in 
Switzerland, Stüssy 
originally was a 
Swiss banker by day 
and graffiti artist 
by night. He soon 
realized that his pas-
sion for the creative 
needed to be nour-
ished and decided to 

go back to school to become a graphic designer. 
His background in art and finance helps bridge 
the gap between design and business at Forge, 
as well as giving Stüssy the insight needed to 
contribute to the RGD Board.  Stüssy is running 
for his second term on the Board. He is currently 
Chair of RGD’s Ethics Committee.

Goals: I believe designers need to establish 
themselves as fully realized professionals and 
not focus on the creative endeavour alone. I will 
continue to represent RGD to business, govern-
ment, media, other professional organizations 
and within the design industry as a profession-
al, a creative mind and a well-rounded business 
person. My personal goal is to aid RGD’s contin-
ued growth in Ontario and beyond.

Brent Long RGD 
Principal and co-founder of Fusion Design 
Group Inc., Markham 

Fusion is a creative 
studio focused on 
corporate com-
munications and 
visual identity for 
organizations of all 
sizes. Brent is a firm 
believer in asking 

“why” in the pursuit 
of creating design 

solutions that will work for his clients. And that 
“fun” should always be an integral part of the 
creative process. Brent is running for his first 
term on the Board.

Goals: Designers at mid-career have a lot to 
offer the younger generation entering the 
industry, and their knowledge and experience 
is priceless to someone with only the basics. 
Communications targeted at the more senior 
creatives – both RGD and not – can help per-
suade them to get involved. In parallel with this, 
it is so important for students entering the field 
to have a clear picture of the business side of 
design – from an entrepreneurial perspective, 
or simply how a design department functions. I 
hope to help bridge the gap between these two 
demographics. 

Umar Shahzad RGD 
Freelance designer, Markham

Umar’s experience 
has led him to 
work with many 
small businesses, 
organizations and 
startups. He works 
closely with his 
clients to deliver a 
full range of services 
from branding, web 

design and development, to print collateral. 
Several years ago, Umar had the opportunity 
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diverse clients ranging from MaRS to filmmaker 
Sarah Polley. Julian has been profiled in Applied 
Arts and Design Edge as a rising young talent. 
He is a graduate of the York/Sheridan Degree 
program. Julian is serving the second year of 
his second term, having previously served as a 
Provisional RGD Director.

Goals: RGD needs to work hard to become more 
relevant in our ever-changing industry. Many of 
RGD’s initiatives are more important than ever 
and sharing them with our membership in the 
most engaging ways is a priority. We must also 
consider members who are making their first 
forays into the professional world. I’ve been  
focused on this area for the last 3 years, as 
Chair of the Provisional RGD Committee. As a 
Board member, I would continue to advise with 
a keen eye on my demographic and my digital 
design specialties.

 
Marawan El-Asfahani RGD  
Partner / CEO at Jacknife, Toronto

Marawan is Partner 
/ CEO at Jacknife 
Inc. With close to 
20 years experience 
working on retail, 
corporate, food, 
foundation, govern-
ment and financial 
projects, he has 
a sharp strategic 

approach. Marawan is the founder of Week-
endtrips.com, an online weekend travel com-
pany, and OxygenAir, an online DJ music portal. 
Marawan is serving his second year of his sec-
ond term. He has been Treasurer since 2010.

Goals: I see a tremendous opportunity for col-
laboration in our industry. I plan to continue to 
focus on bringing design professionals together. 
Whether you’ve been in business for 20 years or 
20 months, we as an industry can benefit from 
your knowledge. I also think there is a need to 
teach members how to properly monetize the 

Donna Braggins RGD 
Associate Dean at Sheridan College, Toronto

Donna is Associate 
Dean at Sheridan 
College, in the 
faculty of Animation, 
Arts and Design. 
She has previously 
served as art director 
of Maclean’s and 
Canadian Business 
and president of 

the National Magazine Awards Foundation. Her 
work has won widespread recognition, with 
many national and international awards. Donna 
is serving the second year of her first term as 
a Board member. Donna is a Member of RGD’s 
Education Committee.

Goals: I have a great respect for the achieve-
ments of RGD and our leadership role in 
developing events. This is an area where I have 
experience, both in my academic and profes-
sional life. On the Board, I would be interested 
in the relationship between the educational 
and professional communities. I would like 
to be involved in addressing issues in design 
education and supporting a dialogue between 
design educators and industry. I have had the 
privilege of serving on several industry boards 
and associations over my career and I hope to 
help extend relationships with aligned industry 
associations.

 
Julian Brown RGD 
Founder, ON THE CHASE! Toronto

Julian is the design-
er and entrepreneur 
behind the motion 
design studio ON 
THE CHASE! In its 
first five years, OTC! 
has won interna-
tional awards and 
collaborated with 

Directors continuing for the  
second year of their two-year term
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time an in-house 
design team was 
given this opportuni-
ty. Tina is serving the 
second year of her 
second term on the 
Board, currently as 
VP of Membership. 

Goals: As Chair 
of RGD’s Membership Committee, I hope to 
continue working to maintain and increase 
RGD membership levels and enhance member 
programs and services through RGD programs 
like DesignThinkers and our webinars. I will also 
continue to represent in-house designers and 
add our voice and perspective to issues.

 
Wendy Millard RGD  
Design Manager at Empire Life, Kingston

Wendy has an ex-
tensive background 
with in-house design 
management. With 
over 18 years of 
experience, she’s 
led several design 
rebrands in the tech-
nology and financial 
services

sectors. She is a graduate, advisory board 
member and mentor for St. Lawrence College 
Graphic Design Program. Wendy’s formula for 
successful in-house design is to deliver high 
quality, award-winning work AND exceptional 
partnership with internal stakeholders. Wendy 
is serving the second year of her first term on 
the board. She is currently Chair of RGD’s Re-
gional Committee for Eastern Ontario.

Goals: I want to help RGD continue to thrive 
and stay relevant for practising graphic de-
signers, especially in-house designers. My goal 
is to help inspire all creatives by sharing best 
practices and fresh ideas. I’m known for being 

work we do. We’re helping customers succeed 
and we need to be properly compensated for 
the intelligence and creative effort we put into 
this work.

 
Lionel Gadoury RGD 
Co-founder and Creative Director of  
Context Creative, Toronto

Lionel’s approach 
is to put graphic 
design and commu-
nications to work, 
helping clients act 
on new opportuni-
ties, creating memo-
rable campaigns that 
achieve goals, while 
putting sustainable 

processes in place that typically increase com-
petitive capabilities. Lionel has served on the 
Board since 2006, as President since 2009. Lio-
nel currently serves on RGD’s Communications 
and Ethics Committees, and sits as an Advisor 
to the Examination Board for Registered Graph-
ic Designers.

Goals: Year over year RGD has seen consistent 
growth and has done much to advance the case 
for professional certification in Canada and 
beyond. With the support of the Board and all 
RGDs, my goal is to continue to further evolve 
strategic alliances with other like-minded orga-
nizations, and to raise value and recognition for 
the RGD designation.

 
Tina Mackenzie RGD 
Manager of Creative Services,  
City of Mississauga

Tina leads an award-winning design team that 
delivers services for a multitude of projects and 
programs. She began her in-house career at 
Honeywell and Scotiabank. Her team provides 
a range of expertise and was honoured as the 
DesignThinkers 2012 Design Partner, the first 
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a thoughtful and innovative thinker who likes 
to push the boundaries, to make what seems 
impossible, possible.

Karen Satok RGD 
Principal, Sputnik Design Partners, Toronto

In her 25 years as a 
designer, Karen has 
provided creative 
direction and design 
management for an 
impressive array of 
material including 
strategic branding 
programs, annual 
reports, identities, 

book covers and websites for clients such as 
CTV, Canada Post, HOK, LCBO, Penguin Canada 
and Roots. Karen has been on the Board for 
the past six years, currently as VP of Education. 
She is also a member of the Communications 
Committee.

Goals: RGD needs to continue to engage all 
members with relevant programs and services. 
I continue to offer my time and experience on 
RGD committees, through its programs and  
at events. How can we be more effective?  
How can we help members? By working with 
the Board and members to answer these ques-
tions, I hope to ensure RGD remains relevant 
and accessible.


