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2023 NOMINEES

Amanda Boltë RGD (she/her) 
London, ON

An award-winning designer and creative director, Amanda brings over 
20 years of creative experience to fast-paced studio environments. Her 
knowledge in brand development, paired with her understanding of each 
unique customer journey, has successfully launched new businesses and 
products across North America. She is an active member of the Certification 
and Certification Evaluation Committees, and enjoys speaking at events that 
inspire designers in all stages of their career.

Goals: I pledge to continue to focus on the goal of ‘designers that celebrate 
and support designers’. Meeting this goal through community engagement 
that grows awareness of designers, and the RGD, in the goal of expanding 
the Membership base. By offering creatives expanded mentorship 
opportunities that augment skill sets and assist them to be stronger design 
and business professionals, as well as providing a platform for others to 
share their work and increase confidence. I want to continue to grow the 
immense value that the RGD brings to its Members and the design community. 

Faron Dawe RGD (he/him) 
Moncton, NB 

Faron is a freelance designer and principal at FARON.DESIGN, based in 
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada. With over 20 years of professional 
experience in the creative and design space, Faron has worked with clients 
from a variety of sectors, providing solutions in visual identity, print, web 
design and more. As a past design educator, he taught multiple courses 
including Design Principles, Visual Branding, Print/Layout, UI Design and 
The Business of Design — passing his experience and expertise onto the next 
generation of designers.

Goals: I am continually amazed at what the RGD accomplishes each year, 
and as an RGD Board Member, it is an honour and privilege I do not take for 
granted. Being from a region where the design industry is not as expansive 
as in larger metropolises, continuing on the RGD Board will allow me to 
contribute to the larger design community while representing designers 
from the east coast — to support, advise and inspire other RGD Members and 
potential Members alike to see the value of the RGD.
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Nicola Hamilton RGD (she/her) 
Toronto, ON

Nicola is an award-winning editorial designer. The bulk of Nicola’s work 
has been focused on editorial design, acting as a graphic designer and art 
director for a variety of publications including The Grid, Chatelaine, The 
University of Toronto Magazine, Best Health and many more. She’s also a 
part-time design educator at George Brown College. Most recently, Nicola 
opened Issues Magazine Shop, a retailer of independent magazines from 
around the world located in Toronto’s west end. Issues exists to celebrate the 
people and projects keeping print alive. Nicola has been on the RGD Board since 
2017, as VP of Communications from 2017-2020 and as President since 2020.

Goals: To foster collaboration between our Members, partners and industry 
organizations with the goal of increasing our visibility within industry. 
Over the last few years, our community has shown up for each other in all 
kinds of ways and I hope to harness that connection to propel us forward 
in our advocacy for designers of all kinds and their contributions to both 
commerce and society. 
 
 

Magued Hanna RGD (he/him) 
Toronto, ON

Magued is a creative leader with over 25 years of strategic management and 
hands-on expertise across media and industries–from insurance, FinTech 
and real estate to high-tech and automotive. He knows what it takes to 
grow a successful team from the ground up and how to foster collaboration, 
innovation, and excellence. Also, he offers thought leadership in UX and 
champions accessibility for web and mobile spaces. Magued currently serves 
on the Events and Certification Evaluation Committees.

Goals: Digital has given rise to so many relatively new disciplines, including 
UX design and UX research, accessibility, UI engineering and design systems. 
I would be delighted to drive and support initiatives that connect, shape and 
bring structure to these areas, so the RGD establishes its position as a centre 
of excellence for UX in the same way it has for traditional graphic design.
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Diana Varma RGD (she/her) 
Toronto, ON

Diana is an award-winning lecturer by day and an avid podcaster by night. 
She teaches within the School of Graphic Communications Management 
(GCM), as well as the Master of Digital Media (MDM) program at Toronto 
Metropolitan University and the Bachelor of Brand Design program at 
George Brown College where she helps people connect their technical 
left brains, creative right brains, and entrepreneurial hearts for fulfilling 
careers in creative industries. Diana is also an advocate for living your most 
confidently creative life, having recently produced a course for Domestika on 
the topic. She currently serves on the RGD’s Education Committee.

Goals: My goal is to help the Education Committee continue the great work 
they’re doing. The team is working on numerous initiatives that promote 
connection (connection to content, connection between members and 
connection to the larger design community), adding immense value to 
the organization and its Members. In creating these connections, we will 
continue leveraging a variety of platforms and formats: in-person and virtual, 
synchronous and asynchronous, as well as written and spoken word. 
 

Alex Vranjesevic RGD (she/her) 
Aurora, ON

As a graduate of Seneca College’s Digital Media Arts program, Alex has 
been exposed to design problems and solutions for all forms of media and 
communications.  It gave her the flexibility to take on design challenges by 
using a variety of tools, techniques and perspectives. She currently works 
as the Creative Director for a small medical manufacturing company. She 
became a Certified RGD during the pandemic, and has been an active volunteer 
ever since. She currently acts as Secretary on RGD’s Events Committee.

Goals: My Goals are to help encourage young designers to take advantage 
of the amazing resources the RGD has to offer, while also acting a mentor to 
fellow designers who are looking for guidance.


